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Chapter control, which would probably be transferred to British
___" control in war. This project was developed at the Con-
ference of 1911 to provide for the creation, if desired by
Canada and the Commonwealth, of two squadrons with
defined areas of operation. To render control possible
an Imperial Act was necessary, the Naval Discipline
(Dominion Naval Forces) Act, 1911, which ingeniously
ensured that the Dominions should be able to legislate
for their forces without danger of the measures being
held ultra vires, while the British Government was
enabled by Orders in Council to carry out the purpose
of securing that there should be a regular relation of
seniority between officers of the British and Dominion
navies, and that officers of the different navies should
be available for service on Courts Martial affecting
officers of other branches. The Statute of Westminster,
1931 (s. 2), by its insistence on the right to repeal
Imperial Acts as far as they extend to the Dominions,
and by the grant of extra-territorial power, completes
the work of rendering beyond doubt the right of the
Dominions if they please to control their forces.
The other aspect of control affects the position of
Dominion war vessels in foreign waters and harbours.
On that subject also agreement was achieved in 1911
on the basis of system of notification to the British
Admiralty and the British representatives at foreign
courts of the intention to visit foreign waters and
harbours. Now that Dominion representation has been
established, these officers might be used as channels of
communication in such an event. But in general1 the
rule remains that the commanders of war vessels in
1 Australia alone has a real navy and she has no diplomatic repre-
sentatives.